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leader, sharply criticizing Lester and the League. The German
Government indicated its approval, the Warsaw Press of all shades
protested that whatever happened to Lester or the League in
the Free City, Poland must maintain her rights, and a first-class
crisis seemed to be in view. Greiser, President of Danzig, appeared
at Geneva, justified Foerster, and treated the League with scorn
and derision. Meanwhile the Polish Government had made it
perfectly clear that it reserved all Poland's rights—and Beck told
Greiser at Geneva that this was the case, but to do the Danzig
Nazi leaders justice they had expressly stated that they were
not attacking Poland, with whom they knew Hitler himself was
on friendly terms, but Lester and the League. The Council had
to content itself with handing over the whole affair to Poland,
in whose hands were the foreign affairs of the Free City, under
its Constitution and Statute.
RYDZ-SMIGLY AS PILSUDSKl'S SUCCESSOR
After sitting for a month the Parliament voted the special powers
the Government had asked, and then was closed. Meanwhile the
trial at Katowice of members of the Nazi Workers Party arrested
in February for high treason and others subsequently imprisoned
on the same charge terminated on June 20. Two of the leaders
committed suicide. Of the 119 left for trial 86 were found guilty,
and received sentences ranging from ten years to eighteen months,
with loss of citizenship, in most cases, for ten years. What made
this affair notable was that those condemned were Poles, not
Germans, and this illustrated the fact that Hitlerism was not
without its direct influence, at least in Polish Silesia, on the national
life, just as was the case with Bolshevik influence, through the
Comintern, in other parts of the country. But a far more important
indication of political cross currents in Poland was a Populist
demonstration, in which 150,000 peasants took part, on June 29,
at Novosielce, in Eastern Galicia. This vast concourse had come
together ostensibly in honour of the memory of Michael Pyrz,
the village peasant headman who in bygone days had heroically
defended the place against the Tartars; but it was organized by
the People's Party, with which Witos was indentified. Rydz-

